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Welcome!

I would like to welcome all returning and new members as we begin another school year.  I hope everyone had a safe and enjoyable summer vacation!  This year is going to be a fun and exciting year for all of us.  With hard work and dedication from each person, we will accomplish many great things together.  This manual contains all of the facts about our music organization and how it works.  Since this is your reference guide to our program, you should read and understand it.

I am looking forward to working with all of you!  I hope this year can be a great foundation for many years to come!

In Him,

Heather Miller

Director of Bands

Tattnall Square Academy

Forward

Our band program depends on you for its success:  You as a student, you as parents, and me - the director.  The band will perform at all football games and select parades, concerts, festivals, and other performances for ensembles.  We are also devoted to academic excellence as well as musical achievement.  We require hard work and dedication of all leaders, students, and staff.  The band can only succeed in the music field by demanding the best from each person involved.  

This handbook contains the guidelines of our music program and will be revised each year to include updated schedules and new topics as deemed necessary.  Before school starts, it is imperative that the forms at the end of the manual be signed and dated by both the student(s) and parent(s).  This will signify you and your parents have read and understand the information regarding our program, what is expected, and the results of misconduct.  Also, any guidelines and regulations set by Tattnall Square Academy are understood and apply to this handbook as well.

2007-2008 Tentative Calendar

Tattnall Square Academy

Band of Gold

Away events are in bold.  Times shown are starting times.  Arrival times will be announced.  Please note the playoff dates.  We will support the football team should they advance in the playoffs.  

Aug. 16

First Day of School

Aug. 30

Stratford Academy 
Away



7pm



Sept.  3

HOLIDAY - no rehearsal

Sept. 7

Southland


Home



8pm

Sept. 8

JSU Band Day

Jacksonville, AL

All day

Sept. 14

Westfield


Home



8pm

Sept. 21

Deerfield - Windsor
Away



730pm

Sept. 28

OPEN

Oct. 5


First Presbyterian

*Band night*


8pm

Oct. 6
 

Possible Competition


Oct. 12

John Milledge

Away 



730pm

Oct. 13

GISA Marching Contest
Norcross


All day

Oct. 19

Central Fellowship

Away 



8pm

Oct. 20

Possible Competition
TBA





Oct. 26

George Walton

Homecoming


730pm

Oct. 27

Possible Competition
Warner Robins

TBA



Nov. 2


Riverside Military

Senior Night


8pm


Nov. 3-4

GISA All Select Music
The Lovett School, ATL
All day 

Nov. 9

Mount de Sales

Away



8pm

Nov. 16

1st Round of Playoffs
TBA



TBA

Nov. 19-23

HOLIDAYS


Nov. 23

SemiFinals


TBA



TBA

Nov. 30

State Championship
TBA



TBA

Dec. 11

All Bands - Concert

Auditorium


7pm

Still to be announced: 

· Competition dates and sites

· Thanksgiving break is for a full week this year.

· Macon Music baseball game - play National Anthem in August

Attendance Policy

Working with a group the size of our band program, it is extremely important that students attend every rehearsal.  I understand that illnesses and extenuating circumstances can arise at some time during our busy schedules.  These will be dealt with on an individual basis.  If these absences start occurring frequently (at least once each week), the director(s) have the right to take any appropriate discipline action necessary - including removal from the entire band program.  For ANY unexcused absences occurring during a week, that student will be sidelined and unable to perform at the game (and possibly weekend events) that week.  Five points will be deducted from the student's final overall average, for that grading period, for missing a scheduled rehearsal without a director's excused absence.  Ten points will be deducted from the student's final overall average, for that grading period, for missing a scheduled performance without a director's excused absence.  Unexcused absence might be defined as any absence that isn't required immediately, such as 1) homework, 2) tutoring / making up a test, 3) forgot about rehearsal, etc.   An excused absence might be defined as any absence that needs immediate attention, such as 1) doctor's appointment, 2) wedding, etc. If a student needs to miss more than two (2) excused during the week, he/she might be unable to perform that week in public. Any excused absences known about ahead of time MUST be submitted in writing AND approved by the director(s).  A note is not a guarantee of an excuse.  All students are required to attend all band rehearsals and concerts in their entirety.  Other school or athletic functions do not automatically excuse students from this requirement.  Any student found in violation of these procedures will be subject to not earning a letter for that year.  The following is a rehearsal schedule for the marching season:

Monday 7th period - 345pm

Tuesday 330-5pm

Thursday 330-5pm (rehearsal in hats and shoes)

Special arrangements can be made in case of emergencies or other situations at the discretion of the director(s) prior to the absence, but the excess of missed rehearsals (excused or unexcused) as stated above still applies.  If this case arises, please contact the band room as soon as possible at 478.477.6761 x210.

Grading Policy

The grading policy will differ for each organization.  The grade for the fall will be determined through attendance at events, in class, playing tests, written exams, and the Christmas concert.  Extra credit will be given to those participating in honor bands, solo and ensemble, and other music events.  More information on the specific class will be given the first week of school.

Our Music Organizations

The music program is a highly respected group in our school and community.  We offer several different organizations for students to participate in.  Each group is important and demands only the best from all participants.

The Tattnall Square Academy Band of Gold

The Tattnall Square Academy Band of Gold has an established reputation of excellence.  We perform at all football games (including playoffs as deemed necessary), parades, festivals, and competitions.  The marching band is open to all students who attend TSA.  Since marching band takes up roughly 80% of the fall semester, those that are enrolled in high school band (7-12th grades) in the fall are highly encouraged to perform with the TSA Band of Gold.  During the spring, section leaders, officers, and drum major(s) are selected for the upcoming season.  The percussion line is also set before school is dismissed for the following year. 

Symphonic Band

The Symphonic Band is an organization of any student wishing to participate in a concert band in the spring semester.  Symphonic Band will perform at Christmas concerts, District Performance Evaluation Festivals, other festivals, and various competitions.  The requirements of Symphonic Band are knowledge of your instrument, three (3) years of previous band classes, and a desire to grow in music performance.  The director(s) may alter these requirements.

Concert Band

The Concert Band is an organization of any student participating in marching band in the fall and concert band in the spring.  Concert Band is open only to 7th graders.  Concert Band will perform with the marching band and at Christmas concerts.  The requirements of Concert Band are knowledge of your instrument, two (2) years of band classes, and a desire to grow in music performance.  The director(s) may alter these requirements.

6th Grade Band

The 6th Grade Band is an organization of any student in 6th grade wishing to participate in a concert band in the fall and spring semester.  6th Grade Band will perform at Christmas and spring concerts, and possible festivals.  The requirements for 6th Grade Band are knowledge of your instrument, one (1) previous year of band, and a desire to grow in music performance.  The director(s) may alter these requirements.

5th Grade Band

The 5th Grade Band is an organization of any student wishing to participate in a concert band in the fall and spring semester.  5th Grade Band will perform at Christmas and spring concerts, and possible festivals.  The requirements for 5th Grade Band are a desire to learn a musical instrument, and a desire to grow in music performance.  The director(s) may alter these requirements.

Small Ensembles

There are opportunities for several small ensembles that will perform at various times during the school year.  These are student - ran with the assistance of the director(s).  Each group will be encouraged to meet after school, and everyone is encouraged to participate in these ensembles.

Brass Ensembles

Brass ensembles meet in the spring and perform at solo and ensemble festival and other events in the school or community.  The group is comprised of brass players.  Students will have the opportunity to experience a wide repertoire of brass literature from different stylistic periods.  The instrumentation of the group will vary from year to year.  

Woodwind Ensembles

Woodwind ensembles meet in the spring and perform at solo and ensemble festival and other events in the school or community.  The group is comprised of woodwind players.  Students will have the opportunity to experience a wide repertoire of woodwind literature from different stylistic periods.  The instrumentation of the group will vary from year to year.

Percussion Ensembles

Percussion ensembles meet in the spring and perform at solo and ensemble festival and other events in the school or community.  The group is comprised of all dedicated percussionists that wish to participate.  The instrumentation of the group will vary from year to year.

Auxiliary Groups

Dance Team

Each spring, auditions will be held for persons interested in participating in dance team for the upcoming marching season.  Both prospective and returning members are required to audition each year.  For more information please see the Dance Team instructor:  Mrs. Schaffer.

Band Boosters
We have a wonderful parents' group that helps with many responsibilities regarding the band.  The TSA Band Boosters will meet every 2nd Tuesday, excluding summer months, at 7pm in the band room.  Objectives of the corporation are:  1) to foster, encourage, and maintain an enthusiastic interest in all phases of the instrumental music department at Tattnall Square Academy 2) to aid in chaperoning trips and other events 3) oversee all fundraising projects 4) assign appropriate people and designate officers for committees 5) elect officers to maintain records and bookkeeping needs.  I encourage all parents to attend all meetings and to serve on committees.  Band booster fees are $50 per year per family and includes up to two (2) free t-shirts for every family that joins!  For more information, feel free to call the band room during the week at 478.477.6760  x210.

Uniforms

Marching Uniforms

Each marching band member will be issued a uniform for the entire school year.  The uniform consists of pants, jacket, sequins, black shoes, shako, and a plume.  These are all provided to the marching band member.  Each student is responsible for his or her own black socks, black shoes, black gloves, and band shirt.  All students MUST have black shoes from a company the director(s) will choose.  These are ordered during band camp (~$30).  All shoes must match in order for the band to look its best.  Cleaning costs for the uniform are included in the $50 band camp fee, and all uniforms will be dry-cleaned in one large group throughout the season and / or as needed.  There are no excuses accepted for any part of your uniform being dirty or in need of a repair before a performance.  It is up to the individual to notify the director when there is a repair needed in their uniform.  If your uniform is damaged because of negligence, it is your responsibility to pay for the damages.  

There will be NO eating or drinking while in full uniform (except for bottled water).  Uniforms will be stored at the school.  When we do not have our jackets on, fold them neatly and place on your hat.  No uniform is to leave the school unless designated by the director(s).

Band fees will be accepted and the uniforms will be giving out during band camp.  No one will be issued a uniform or band t-shirt until their band camp fee is paid.  Each uniform will be inspected before it leaves the band room by the section leader(s).  Any damages will be recorded so that you are not held liable.  You will be issued a garment bag.  Only your uniform is to go in this bag.  Pins and medals to be worn on uniform must meet the requirements stated by the director(s).  No medals and / or pins not representing the band or that individual's achievement will be worn.  Medals and / or pins may be worn at all home and away football games.  In order to receive an unbiased opinion at festivals and competitions, no medals and / or pins will be worn.  No jewelry is to be worn.  Long hair must be tucked inside hat.  The Tattnall Square Academy Band of Gold uniform is the symbol of pride and dignity to many people.  Treat with the utmost respect at ALL TIMES!!!

Concert Uniforms

The concert uniform will be the only "uniform" you will have to purchase as a whole.  The boys will wear black dress pants, white dress shirt, black tie, and black dress shoes (you may use your marching band shoes if they are in decent shape).  The girls will wear a black dress or black suit, and black dress shoes with closed toes.  The girls' dress length must be below the knee, so that everyone appears professional when we perform.  5-6th grade bands will have polo t-shirts ordered at the beginning of the year.  These are $20 each.  

Accounts and Expenses

Individual Accounts / Class & Club Budget

During the school year, there is a great deal of things to do.  Each of these things cost money.  The director(s) will not be responsible for any money, but only for the records stating it has been paid, when, and how much.  This account will be used to deposit band fees, instrument rental fees, and any other fess that you should incur during the school year.

ANY CHECKS CAN BE MADE PAYABLE TO TSA BANDS UNLESS SPECIFIED OTHERWISE.  PLEASE INCLUDE MONIES IN A SEALED ENVELOPE.  WRITE THE STUDENT'S NAME, AMOUNT ENCLOSED, AND WHAT THE CHECK IS FOR SO THAT WE MAY KEEP OUR RECORDS ACCURATE.  THANKYOU!!!

ANY TIME FEES OR DUES TAKE ON A FINANCIAL STRAIN, PLEASE CONTACT THE BAND BOOSTER TREASURER TO WORK OUT A PAYMENT PLAN.  NO CHILD WILL BE DENIED THE OPPORTUNITY TO ADVANCE HIS/HER INVOLVEMENT IN BAND DUE TO MONEY!!

Band Fees

Instrument Rental Fees

Each student that rents a school-owned instrument (including percussionist) is required to pay a $50 rental fee at the beginning of the school year.  This helps keep the instrument maintained for the year to come.  Instruments will be rented on a first -come, first-serve basis.  See Ms. Miller for a rental form contract if you wish to rent an instrument from the school.  

Band Fee

Each student is responsible for a $50 band camp fee to be paid at the beginning of band camp.  This fee covers uniform maintenance, materials, and helps defray the cost of music and maintaining and buying equipment.  The fee includes one (1) band shirt for the year to be worn at all band functions, (2) halftime music and drill to be written, and (3) uniform maintenance and cleanings.  All other items needed for marching band (lyres, flip folders, notebooks, shoes, etc) must be provided by the member.

Trip Fees
When we are schedule a group trip, we will accept deposits ahead of time.  This will prevent the students from having to pay the entire total before the trip.  The entire trip may be paid for in installments to make it easier than paying the full total at one time.  If there is any money left in the student's account once the trip is paid for, that money becomes the student's spending money or can be used to cover other band fees at a later time.  

Fund - raisers

Each year, we will participate in a maximum of three (3) fund-raisers.  The band booster club will be responsible for all fund-raisers.  In the past, these have consisted of greenery (Fall fund-raiser), and Basketball concessions (Fall / Spring).  Each person is required to participate, and we welcome your suggestions at any time!

Rules and Regulations

Because the band members are constantly on display, each student must always be aware of the importance of good behavior.  The student should remember that he/she represents the organization, school, and the community whenever he/she performs or appears publicly.  Any misconduct casts a direct reflection on your band as a whole, school, and community.  This may well undo the good work of hundreds of loyal students.  Due to the nature of the organization, band discipline must be enforced.  Band students and their parents must be willing to accept the ideals, principles, and rules of the organization:

General Conduct:

1.  
Be on time. To be early is to be on time.  To be on time is to be late.  To be late is to 
be left behind!!!

2.  
Wear appropriate clothing at all events.  

3.  
Behave with dignity - respect other people!

4.  
Keep the band room, practice fields, and any other area occupied by the band clean 
and neat.

5.  
Never pick up or play anyone else's instrument or equipment without proper 
permission.  In addition, if the equipment is school - owned, the person to whom it is 
issued does not have the authority to give anyone else permission to handle school 
equipment.  Be responsible for your belongings!

Any questions can be answered through the TSA discipline handbook.

Home Games

1.
All members should be in the band room in uniform by 630pm if the game is at 8pm, 
6pm if the game is at 730pm.  Change into your uniform as soon as you arrive.  
Section leaders will take roll call and uniform checks.  Anyone who arrives 
after the roll 
call will be considered as late.  Section leaders will then turn the roll call  and uniform 
check reports over to the drum major(s).

2.
Anyone who arrives after that point must see the drum major(s) in person to declare 
their presence.  The penalty for late arrival will result in loss of third quarter break. 

3.
The band will march to the stadium around 645pm if the game is at 730pm and 720pm 
if the game is at 8pm.

4.
Band members will sit in their seats, pay attention, and be ready to play at ANY time.  
NO ONE will be permitted to move from his or her designated seat in the band block.  

5.
NO ONE except for band members may sit inside the band block unless approved by 
the director beforehand.  Section leaders are responsible for enforcing this policy.  If 
problems arise that cannot be handled by the section leader, then they should 
inform a staff member (captain, or drum major).

6.
After halftime, we will begin playing at the buzzer announcing the end of the THIRD 
QUARTER.  Anyone who is not back in the stands ready to play at the end of the third 
quarter will be considered late and subject to disciplinary action (loss of break the next 
week).

7.
All members will sit with the band until the whole band is dismissed.  NO 
EXCEPTIONS!!

8.
No one is permitted to leave early from any game except for extreme emergency or 
prior parent notice.

Any questions can usually be answered through the TSA discipline handbook.
Away Games

1.
All band members will ride to and from away events on charter busses paid for by the 
band.  The only exception to the above will allow parents or guardians (and only 
PARENTS and / or guardians stated on student information form) to pick up their child 
at the bus when the entire band has been dismissed.  The band director(s) must be 
contacted by the parent IN PERSON so that the child can be accounted for when roll 
call is made before the busses leave for home.  The parent must sign the child out in 
order to release Tattnall Square Academy for any insurance purposes.

2.
Chaperones and bus drivers' word are LAW.  Failure to comply with requests and rules 
will be dealt with by the band director.  Once a discipline action has been taken on the 
bus towards a particular student, that student is in jeopardy of losing their privilege to 
ride the bus to game and contest.  Constant misbehavior will result in forfeiting 
privileges of riding the band bus.  

3.
The health form, ALONG WITH A COPY OF THE INSURANCE CARD, completed 
by each member and signed by a parent or guardian, must be on file with the 
band director before you are allowed to travel anywhere with the band.  

4.
If you are late arriving for the announced departure time, WE WILL LEAVE YOU!  It 
then becomes your responsibility of how you will get to the performance or how you 
will avoid the penalty for missing a performance.  See unexcused absences for more 
information.

5.
Unexcused absences from a performance will result in immediate parent conference 
with the student, parents, and the band director.  Since marching band is a performing 
art, absences can also significantly lower the student's' grade. 

Chain of Command

Band Director

l

Drum major 

l 

Band Captain and / or Percussion Captain

l

Section Leaders

l

Vets

l

Rookies

Band Trip Travel Rules
1.
Travel rules are the same as the rules under general conduct and away games.  
Failure to comply with any of these rules will be dealt with by the band director at her 
discretion.

2.
Curfew rule:  Any student who leaves his/her room or opens his/her door after curfew 
for any reason other than at a CHAPERONE'S request will be in violation of travel 
rules and possibly sent home at the parents' / guardians' expense.

3.
Bus rules *NEW*

· We will load up by seniority.


· iPods and other portable music devices ARE allowed but must be accompanied with headphones.

· Cell phones are allowed ONLY ON THE BUS - not in the stands.

· NO ONE will be allowed to ride the bus that is not a registered member of concert band, symphonic band, dance team, or a designated chaperone.

· Students will sit properly in their seat, facing forward, at all times.

· Students will not carry on with loud talking or unruly behavior.

· Students will comply with all chaperone and/or director's requests.



1st offense - Warning, parent notified



2nd offense - Seating assignment, parent notified



3rd offense - looses privilege to ride the bus and must find an alternative 


to arriving at games and contests.  If the student does not arrive to 


games and contests then the punishment for missing a game / 



contest unexcused will go into affect. 

Any questions can be answered through the TSA discipline handbook.
STUDENT INFORMATION FORM

(To be filled out at the beginning of each year.)

Please attach a copy of the front and back of an insurance card.

STUDENT’S SOCIAL SECURITY #________________GRADE______TEACHER_________________

NAME_________________________________________ BIRTHDATE___________________________

ADDRESS______________________________________ HOME PHONE_________________________

CITY____________________________ZIP____________COUNTY______________________________

STUDENT LIVES WITH:  (   )BOTH PARENTS   (   )FATHER   (   )MOTHER   (   )OTHER__________

PARENTS E-MAIL ADDRESS(ES) *required* ________________________________________________

FAX NUMBER___________________________FATHER     ___________________________MOTHER

FATHER'S NAME________________________________________OCCUPATION_________________

FATHER'S ADDRESS_____________________________________PHONE_______________________

FATHER'S EMPLOYER___________________________________PHONE________________________

EMERGENCY NUMBER WHERE FATHER MAY BE REACHED______________________________

MOTHER'S NAME_______________________________________ OCCUPATION_________________

MOTHER'S ADDRESS____________________________________PHONE________________________

MOTHER'S EMPLOYER__________________________________PHONE________________________

EMERGENCY NUMBER WHERE MOTHER MAY BE REACHED______________________________

EMERGENCY NUMBER OTHER THAN MOTHER OR FATHER_______________________________

PHYSICIAN______________________________________PHONE_______________________________

BROTHERS OR SISTERS
NAME________________________AGE_____GRADE__________





NAME________________________AGE_____GRADE__________





NAME________________________AGE_____GRADE__________

RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION/CHURCH_____________________________________________________

PHYSICAL DISABILITIES/ALLERGIES/MEDICATION TAKEN ON A REGULAR BASIS_________

______________________________________________________________________________________

IN THE EVENT OF AN EMERGENCY IN WHICH TATTNALL IS UNABLE TO REACH PARENTS OR THE FAMILY PHYSICIAN, TATTNALL SQUARE ACADEMY IS HEREBY GRANTED PERMISSION TO SEEK MEDICAL ATTENTION AT AN EMERGENCY ROOM OR FROM A LICENSED PHYSICIAN.

DATE___________________SIGNED______________________________________________________





       PARENT OR GUARDIAN

CHAPERONE DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

(to be filled out at the beginning of each year)

As a chaperone representing TSA, your conduct will be viewed as a role model for the students, the faculty, and any other persons you encounter on this trip.  The example you set is crucial.  We need you and appreciate all the effort and work you do.

We ask that you assist with the following:

· “Shepherd” students from one location to another.

· Help enforce discipline.

· During meal breaks and overnight, keep close tabs on your group.

· Due to school policy, please refrain from any intake of substances which cause mental or physical impairment.  (This includes alcohol, illegal and/or prescription drugs which cause mental or physical impairment.)

· No tobacco products to be used in view of students.

I have read and agree to abide by the above guideline set forth by Tattnall Square Academy.

SIGNATURE____________________________________

DATE__________________________________________

Signature Page

I, ____________________________, a band student at Tattnall Square Academy, do 


(print name)

affirm with my signature that I have read this handbook in its entirety and agree to abide by all guidelines set therein.

I, ____________________________, a band student's parent, do affirm with my 


(print name)

signature that I have read this handbook in its entirety and agree to abide by all guidelines set therein and ensure that my child does the same.

____________________________


_____________________

Student Signature





Date

____________________________


______________________

Parent(s) Signature




Date

Please return this by Monday, August 20, 2007.

